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Reproductive rights in
peripheral regions of Lithuania:
the case of teenage motherhood

Adolescent fertility rate (AFR) in Lithuania is 2-4 times higher

than AFR in the countries of Northern and Western Europe. Further-

gree of regional differentiation within the

country — AFR is significantly higher in peripheral rural regions and

ower in the municipalities of major cities. In this pa
vestigate the reasons behind the spatial differentiation of adolescent

fertility and explore subjective experiences of teenage motherhood in
cent literature about the

per we aim to in-

peripheral regions of Lithuania. Following ré
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tal statistics on births to mothers aged 15 _ et
semi-structured interviews conducted in districts with high AFK:

ihter"ieWS with girls who had their child(l’en) in @
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kers, schools’ representatives, pub|;
.. indicates that the state “fails” to e Sz
NSure ra-

productive rights an hasic human ri
ghts of Lithy
GniQn

teenage girls in rural
hood and motherhood

areas at every step of their transition to
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. social and economic security of childre ‘dult._
N is not

ecial provision or support for teena
ge mothers afte
r the child

i< born. Research project Spatial differentiation of adolesc
ent fertil-

ity in Lithuania: socioeconomic environment, the role of sexual
XUd edu
ca-

tion and individual experiences (financed
by the Lithuania
n Research

Council, contract No. S-MIP-17-115).
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