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Becoming a Mother in Adolescence:
The Role of Social Inequality, Sexuality

Education and Men

Tretjakova, Vaida; Sumskaite, Lina;
Ubareviéiené, Rita; Pociuté-Sereikiené,
Gintare

Lithuanian Social Research Centre, Lithuania
vaida.tretjakova[at]gmail.com, lina.sumskaite[at]gmail.com,
ruta.ubareviciene[at]gmail.com,
gintarei.pociutei[at]lgmail.com

Adolescent fertility rate (AFR) in Lithuania is 2-4 times higher
than AFR in the countries of Northern and Western Europe.
Furthermore, there is a high degree of regional differentiation
within the country — AFR is significantly higher in peripheral
rural regions and lower in the municipalities of major cities. In
this paper we aim to investigate the reasons behind the spatial
differentiation of adolescent fertility and explore subjective
experiences of teenage motherhood in peripheral regions of
Lithuania. Following recent literature about the determinants
of adolescent fertility (Lindberg et al. 2012; Santelli et al. 2017)
we focus on the effect of structural socio-economic
inequalities and sexuality education. Additionally, we examine
the role men play in this process. We employ a mixed methods
approach. Firstly, we apply mathematical-statistical geo-
analysis on fertility data (vital statistics on births to mothers
aged 15-19). Secondly, we analyse semi-structured interviews
conducted in districts with high AFR: 20 interviews with girls
who had their child(ren) in adolescence and 24 interviews with
social workers, schools’ representatives, public health
specialists. Our analysis indicates that the state “fails”
Lithuanian teenage girls in rural areas at every step of their
transition to adulthood and motherhood: social and economic
security of children is not insured (most teenage mothers
come from socially and economically deprived families);
sexuality education in schools is inadequate, often focused on
engraining negative attitudes towards abortion; there is no
special provision or support for teenage mothers after the
child is born. Research project "Spatial differentiation of
adolescent fertility in Lithuania: socioeconomic environment,
the role of sexual education and individual experiences"
(financed by the Lithuanian Research Council, contract No. S-
MIP-17-115).

RN13 | Sociology of Families and Intimate Lives

RN13 _09a | Family planning
and fertility 1l

Pasts, Presents, Futures: Exploring
Young People’s Contraceptive Work in

Sweden
Larsson, Marie Johanna

Lund University, Sweden
marie.larsson[at]soc.lu.se

Reproductive inequality persists as long as contraceptives are
constructed as women’s work, issue and responsibility. While
certain aspects of contraceptive use have been explored, such
studies tend to ignore many aspects of what it means to be a
contraceptive user responsible for planning, implementing and
negotiating contraceptive use in everyday-life; that is, doing
contraceptive work. As such, my research aims to expand the
understanding of what it means to be a contraceptive user,
what this contraceptive work entails and how it is constructed
and stratified by gender, sexuality, ethnicity/racialisation and
other categories of difference. Drawing on my previous
research, | suggest that contraceptive work might best be
understood as a multi-faceted endeavour made up of several
intersecting forms of work, namely: physical, practical,
financial, social/relational, emotional and knowledge. Through
this empirical study, which centres on young people’s
experiences of being contraceptive users in Sweden, | aim to
one, produce a new theoretical framework for understanding
the various and intersecting dimensions of contraceptive work
and two, work towards the creation of a radically different,
more equal and fair reproductive landscape.
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